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It brings me great joy to see how level and trim and 
tidy the building is now, given the poor shape it was
in a few years back. The building and its contents 
had begun to sink on the west side, as the building’s 
entire foundation underneath had rotted away. 

In 2023, we received funding from the Province of 
Manitoba’s Building Sustainable Communities grant 
program to replace the rotten foundation with one 
of reinforced concrete.  We also installed brand 
new hardwood floor throughout, added a large 
double door for any future large equipment moves, 
and re-imagined the interior for a better visitor            
experience.

Just down the street is the Livery Barn Restaurant, 
which, shortly after I arrived at the museum in 2014, 
was starting to look a little faded. Eight years later, 
it was looking downright pink and had become 
quite an eyesore on main street. Today, after a full 
repainting in 2023, it’s back to its shining barn-red 
colour, complete with a new hand lettered sign out 
front, beckoning weary travelers for a hearty meal 
and a cup of coffee.

Right across the street is the Chortitz Housebarn, a 
building that also received major foundation work, 
extensive renovation to the exterior walls of the 
barn, and a complete re-painting in 2021 and 2022. 
One of the symbols of this restoration that stands 
out to me is the massive, re-built, custom double 
doors on the west side of the barn. 

When David and I got married at the museum, we 
took a great wedding photo inside the barn, in front 
of the old door.  The door was so full of missing 
boards where the wood had rotted out that it made 
a great backdrop for a photo, because it let all the 
light shine through. But of course, historic barn 
doors aren’t primarily meant to be romantic photo 
backdrops.

www.mhv.ca

MHV SPARKS IMPORTANT 
CONVERSATIONS

  

Manitoba Signature Museums

Commonwealth Air Training Plan Museum 
Brandon, MB

Le Musée de Saint-Boniface                            
Winnipeg, MB

Manitoba Agricultural Museum                    
Austin, MB

New Iceland Heritage Museum
Gimli, MB

The Canadian Fossil Discovery Center        
Morden, MB

Royal Aviation Museum of Western Canada 
Winnipeg, MB

migration, family, community life, and establishing a 
home in a new land. 

Newcomers are interested in how early Mennonite 
communities established themselves, grew, and 
became the foundation for our contemporary 
neighbourhoods, towns, and cities.  When we share 
the 1870’s stories, we are also inviting newcomers to 
share and compare their experiences with starting 
over in a new country.  We become more under-
standing and more empathetic as we listen to each 
other.

Many travelers, who visit MHV from around the 
province, or from around the world, are interested 
in the human experiences of the past in all contexts 
and our museum is one of many places where they 
can learn about what people value in family life, in 
community life, and in their religious life. In our case, 
the museum depicts life as a Mennonite in Manitoba, 
150 years ago.  Inevitably, our conversations lead to 
comparisons with other people groups in other 
parts of the world and often the similarities are sur-
prising, and occasionally, the differences are acute.  
However, we become fascinated as both the hosts 
and the guests grow in knowledge and understand-
ing, as history is shared.

No matter what the reason is for visiting MHV, the 
conversations that happen are important.  They 
are born from walking into the Semlin, visiting the 
General Store, imagining a newcomer family and 
their cow living in a mud structure, or from hearing 
the windmill gears turning wind power into ground 
up wheat.  Experiences are recalled, perspectives 
are shared, acceptance and understanding are           
encouraged, and at the end of a visit, we are all 
better people because of our interactions with each 
other.  Mennonite Heritage Village has many stories 
to tell, and we make space for other stories to be 
shared.

When our guests visit the museum and we get 
a chance to speak with them, whether at the          
admission desk, at the restaurant, on the grounds 
or in the gift shop, it is always fascinating to hear 
their stories and their perspectives.  Mennonite 
Heritage Village (MHV) aspires to be the premier 
interpretive centre for the Russian Mennonite story 
and this vision for the museum helps us to create a 
setting which finds ways to connect with visitors in 
a variety of ways.

Many museum guests have a direct family link to 
the stories of the 1870’s Mennonites who emigrated 
from Ukraine to establish their new communities in 
southern Manitoba.  They explore the early pioneer 
houses at MHV and recall stories from grandparents 
and great grandparents depicting the struggles of 
family life and community life in a new country.  
They compare stories with relatives and appreciate 
the efforts taken by previous generations, to provide 
for present and future descendants.

Mennonites and descendants of Mennonites from 
many traditions often visit MHV.  They are interested 
in learning about their ‘brothers and sisters in the 
faith’ who decided to migrate to Manitoba in the 
1870’s. There is a commonality of Anabaptist faith 
that encourages conversations of comparison to 
the various Mennonite traditions.  The hope is that 
understanding the different perspectives on how to 
live out the Mennonite religious faith, also increas-
es the acceptance of other points of view. MHV 
encourages guests to put themselves into someone 
else’s shoes, rather than judging those who have 
chosen different ways to express their faith.

REMEMBERING THE PAST
One of my favourite things to do at the museum,  
especially on a nice summer afternoon, is some-
thing I learned from one of the past executive 
directors, Barry Dyck. I don’t know what the offi-
cial name for it is, but I call it doing a ‘walk-about’ 
and it consists of walking through the village for 
a general review - to see what’s going on, inspect 
the state of the exhibits inside the buildings, 
admire past work that is - happily - still looking 
good, and keep an eye on the upcoming projects. 

The Lichtenau Church is the first heritage      
building that was painted when I arrived here, 
which means it’s now almost ready for another 
coat of paint. But there’s also a personal connection 
to this building because it’s the church where my 
husband, David, and I were married, in June 2020. 
I take a look around and linger a bit just inside 
the doors to the sanctuary, smiling to myself as I 
remember how I was almost hit square in the face 
by the swinging doors as I entered the sanctuary 
before walking up the aisle with my dad. As the 
curator, you’d think I’d know which way the doors 
swing! But it made for lots of laughter (and happily 
no bloody noses).

The Reimer Store always seems to smell like   
peppermint, thanks to the Reimer descendants 
who give it a thorough cleaning for us every 
spring. It makes me smile every time I walk in and 
gives me the sense that all is well with the village.

Beside the Reimer Store is the Printery, now 
known as the Steinbach Post Printery, a change in 
title we made after its major restoration in 2023. 
Although it’s a replica, it was built to represent 
the building that housed the Steinbach Post, a    
newspaper started by Jacob S. Friesen in 1913. I 
studied the Steinbach Post for my Master’s thesis, 
so this building is another one that has a special 
connection for me. @mhvillage    @mhvsteinbach
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For newcomers to southern     
Manitoba, the museum provides 
opportunities to share stories of 

MEMBERSHIP                                                    

Membership entitles you to vote at our annual 
general meeting & gives you FREE or reduced ad-
mission to other Signature Museums in Manitoba.

$85.00

$45.00Annual Individual Membership

Annual Family Membership

Lifetime Individual Membership  $600.00

info@mhv.caEmail:   

Website:  www.mhv.ca

HOW TO REACH MHV
Telephone:     204.326.9661
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Adults             $7.50

Seniors (65 & Older)            $6.00

Students (ages 13-22)            $6.00

Children (ages 6-12)            $4.00

Children (ages 5 & under)                 FREE



This brief walk-about through the museum high-
lights some of the types of projects that we 
undertake not just to keep the village running 
and looking its best, but to continue to fulfill our 
mission to preserve the past for future generations. 
The truth is though, keeping up with what needs 
to be done in the village and for our collection is a 
never-ending job that can often feel overwhelming.  

The best advice I’ve heard about working in 
museums, where the work is always greater than 
the human and financial resources are, is that 
you will never be able to get everything done, so 
do your best to leave things better than how you 
found them. That has been my aim.  As my eleven 
years of being privileged to lead the curatorial de-
partment came to an end this summer and I reflect 
on my time here, I don’t know if that is the case in 
all areas of my work, but I do know this: where it 
is true, it’s because I’ve been able to stand, as they 
say, on the shoulders of giants. I know that there 
isn’t a single project or exhibit that would have 
happened without MHV’s community: the expertise 
of the local contractors; the generous funders of 
these projects; the artefact donors who entrust us 
with their histories; my colleagues who graciously 
lent a hand when it was needed; and the volunteers 
who generously gave of their time and expertise 
to help this history graduate learn things you don’t 
study in university. If there are areas that are better 
in the curatorial department today than they were 
when I arrived eleven years ago, it is because of all 
of you and your investment in MHV. I am deeply 
grateful for the opportunity I’ve had to be part of 
this community.

MHV is an exceptional place. As I walk through 
the village, each building is woven through with 
memories, both professional and personal, that 
hold a special place for me - some of which I’ve 
shared with you today. The extraordinary thing 
about MHV though is that I’m not unique in this at 
all. MHV preserves Russian-descendant Mennonite 
history, but it’s also a place where we come together as 
a community – to work, gather, celebrate, and remember.  
So as we remember the past and consider the future, 
please join me in supporting MHV’s operations to 
ensure it can continue to rise to meet the unique 
challenges of the present, in order to pass along 
our collective past to future generations.
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AUXILIARY REFLECTIONS
Another special thanks to the 9 local businesses 
that donated pies for a fun-filled pie auction, 
and John Peters who so tactfully helped us raise 
considerable funds to support our projects! 
Auxiliary members also managed to find retro 
60’s fashions still in their closets and thanks 
to the models who graciously reminded us of 
how stylish we must have all been-at that time!  
Thanks also to Norm Wiebe for parking his 1964 
VW at the front door –in the rain– as guests      
arrived for the evening!

On Friday, November 
8th, MHV hosted the      
Christmas Market and the 
Auxiliary was pleased to 
serve waffles and white 
sauce for the brunch. 
We will probably do this 
again as guests certainly 
appreciate this old time 
favourite! 

All the events the Auxiliary 
plans, as well as the food 

we serve at functions, provide us with funds we 
use to support MHV. We often fund some of the 
projects, as well as purchase supplies for the Livery 
Barn Restaurant and the Village Center.  Our funds 
this year have gone to upgrading the stage, paint-
ing and flooring in the Village Center, new linens 
for the Pavillion, and much needed dishes for the 
Livery Barn Restaraunt. We also support the Edu-
cation component of the Programs offered at MHV 
and provide funds for the Curatorial Department. 

Becky K. working hard at the 

waffle iron.

The snow flurries are falling outside as I am writing 
these reflections of the Auxiliary activities in the 
past few months. A hot summer is just a pleasant 
memory!  Rollkuchen and watermelon sales are 
a fun memory and we soon forget the hard work 
over the winter months. It’s always enjoyable to 
see familiar faces enjoying this old time treat on a 
hot day.

Visiting with guests in the summer kitchen during 
special events is a highlight for Auxiliary members. 
It is especially enjoyable serving the fresh bread 
and rhubarb jam to visitors from near and far. 

Gudi D. and Carol K. checking the waffles - delicious!

“Remembering the Past” - Cont’d from P. 2“Remembering the Past” - Cont’d from P. 2

that helped us raise the approximately $115,000 
needed to replace all the flat roofs on the Village 
Centre. This protected the building that houses 
the museum’s operations as well as the invaluable 
artefact collection for years to come. 

For the curatorial department, the Village Centre 
is home to some of our biggest projects, including 
the first one I - together with my predecessor, 
Roland Sawatzky - was involved in, publishing 
A Collected History, a book celebrating MHV’s 
legacy in its first 50 years. The Village Centre is 
also home to our largest annual projects, creat-
ing temporary exhibits in the Gerhard Ens Gallery, 
several of which have been the recipients of 
the Association of Manitoba Museums Award of 
Excellence, including 2018’s “The Art of Menno-
nite Clocks,” 2019’s “The Russlaender,” and 2022’s 
“Leaving Canada: The Mennonite Migration to 
Mexico.”  These projects give us an opportunity 
to showcase a broad range of the collection and 
allow us to engage the public in challenging and 
interesting ways.

But work in the curatorial department is not just 
confined to heritage buildings and exhibits. We’re 
all about the details and that means our artefact 
collection of over 17,000 items plays a major role 
in our daily work. Not just the item itself, but the 
trail of data each artefact holds - stories about 
its history, facts about its owners, notes about its 
condition, and information tracking its location 
wherever it is at the museum - also needs to be 
cared for. This information is contained in our 
artefact database. Seeing that our old database 
was running on software that was no longer 
supported, we welcomed the opportunity to 
join the Musetoba project in 2020, a state-of-
the-art, web-based collections management 
software made available through the Association 
of Manitoba Museums. Since then, we have been 
busy standardizing and cleaning the data. This has 
been a monumental project for our department, 
and a huge step forward in our ability to care for 
the collection and its data, even if this work has 
been almost completely invisible to the public. 
The end goal with this project is that it won’t just 
serve MHV’s curatorial department, but will end up 
being open to the public to research our artefact 
collection online.  

So as much as I enjoy the photo, it pleases me to 
see the new, solid door in good order for a long 
time to come. 

Across the yard from the Chortitz Housebarn, 
the 1876 Waldheim House was the first heritage 
building moved to the museum and our oldest 
on site. It’s also the biggest and most complicated           
restoration project I had the privilege of working 
on. In 2015, this building stank of mould and damp 
each time you walked inside and indeed, even had 
fungus growing out of the interior walls. We knew 
we needed to act - and fast. So, in 2016 and 2017, 
we received a large federal grant and began.  

The building was completely gutted. Through 
the skillful work of Myron Hiebert and his crew at 
Walls That Speak, the rotten logs were replaced 
with nearly identical (but sound) oak ones from an 
1870s building that had recently been torn down. 
Moisture issues in the building were addressed and 
mould remediation was completed. This work took 
a good portion of the winter of 2016 to complete 
and in spring, the attic structure was reinforced to 
withstand the substantial weight of the next step of 
the project: a brand new roof thatched by a Master 
Thatcher with phragmite reed harvested that winter 
near Dauphin Lake, Manitoba. The semi trailer full 
of reed arrived a few weeks later, and by June, 
the thatcher had arrived and the second phase of 
the project began. It was completed on Canada 
Day 2017, just in time to celebrate Canada’s 150th, 
allowing visitors to witness the roof being finished 
by the thatcher and his team. This was a unique 
heritage demonstration that hadn’t been seen at 
the museum in a generation - and won’t be again 
for another one! This project was recognized by the 
Association of Manitoba Museums with its Award of 
Excellence in 2018.

And last, but certainly not least, we come back to 
the Village Centre itself, the hub of all the activi-
ty that happens at MHV.  One of the first things I 
think of, in terms of the Village Centre, is the roof 
replacement project we completed in 2019. That 
year, we realised the roof was failing and contend-
ed with major water leaks throughout winter and 
spring. It was the generous and overwhelming sup-
port we received from our community, at that very 
first fundraising gala dinner we hosted six years ago,

Anna L. - Winner of the 2025 Quilt Raffle!

We as an Auxiliary are so proud to be partners of 
the work at MHV. We are an energetic, passionate 
group of volunteers and we welcome anyone    in-
terested in joining us in contributing to this world 
class museum!

We look forward to another great year of events in 
2026 and hope to see you there!

A highlight for 2025 has been planning a 60’s     
celebration. It is hard to believe that MHV was only 
a dream some 60 years ago. Special thanks to MHV 
archives, City of Steinbach archives, The Carillon, 
Ralph Friesen, and Jim Peters for helping to create 
a memorable slideshow depicting Steinbach during 
those years and the people responsible for creating 
what we now call the Mennonite Heritage Village. 
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The second room, “Pressed to baptism –     
gathered to the congregation,” explores the 
radical commitment to believer’s baptism and 
the formation of intentional Christian com-
munities. It showcases how baptism was not 
merely a ritual but a declaration of discipleship 
and a step toward communal life rooted in 
shared values and mutual accountability.

“ON FIRE FOR CHRIST” TRAVELING EXHIBITION
BY GARTH DOERKSEN, SENIOR CURATOR

Mennonite Heritage Village hosted the “On Fire 
for Christ: 500 Years of Discipleship, From the       
Anabaptists to Us” travelling exhibit between 
August 6th and September 6th. Created by the 
German Mennonite Brethren Church, in collab-
oration with other local churches, the exhibit 
offers a journey through 500 years of Anabaptist 
discipleship, illuminating the enduring legacy 
of faith, conviction, and community. The ex-
hibit presents a tapestry of historical moments 
and spiritual milestones that have shaped the 
Anabaptist movement from its inception to the 
present day.

Model of Zürich’s Grossmünster Church from Exhibit Room 1.

Organized into four thematic “rooms”, 
the exhibition begins with “Taught and 
corrected by the Scriptures,” which   
emphasizes the foundational role of the 

MHV CELEBRATES 500 YEARS OF ANABAPTISM
WITH GARETH BRANDT’S “RADICAL ROOTS” EXHIBIT 

and influences rather than a single origin. 
He argued that this diversity of beginnings 
continues to shape the movement’s varied 
expressions today. Attendees were also treated 
to poetry readings from Brandt’s new book, 
Radical Roots, a collection of paintings, stories, 
and poems that was made available in the 
MHV gift shop.

Brandt, who has served as a pastor in several 
provinces and taught Anabaptist history and 
theology, describes himself as a freelance artist, 
speaker, and scholar. His multidisciplinary 
approach—blending art, poetry, and historical 
insight—offered a unique and accessible way 
to engage with Anabaptist heritage. The June 
18th event was free and open to the public, 
with coffee and refreshments served after-
ward, allowing guests to mingle, explore the 
exhibit, and reflect on the different themes 
presented.

Brandt’s involvement with the Mennonite 
Heritage Village extended beyond the exhibit. He 
returned for Gala Night on June 27th, where 
he offered another address and generously 
donated one of his paintings for auction. 

Later in the summer, during the Pioneer 
Days long weekend, Brandt presented a        
five-session lecture series titled “From Münster 
to Menno” in the tranquil setting of the Dirk 
Willems Peace Garden. The series examined 
how the traumatic events of the Münster up-
rising profoundly influenced Menno Simons’ 
theology and helped shape the spiritual direc-
tion of the Mennonite tradition.
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In June 2025, Mennonite Heritage Village 
commemorated the 500th anniversary of Anabap-
tism with a series of events featuring local-born 
artist, scholar, and poet Gareth Brandt. Known for 
his deep engagement with Anabaptist history and 
theology, Brandt shared his creative reflections 
through a temporary art exhibit and a series of 
thought-provoking lectures.

The exhibit, titled Radical Roots, ran from June 18 
to June 28 and featured Brandt’s original paintings 
and poetry. His work focused on the formative 
years of the Anabaptist movement, specifically 
between 1522 and 1527, capturing the radical spirit 
and theological diversity that defined its early days. 
The exhibit invited visitors to engage not only 
with historical events but also with the enduring 
questions of faith, identity, and community.

At the exhibit’s opening night, Brandt delivered 
a keynote lecture titled “What Happened 500 
Years Ago and Why It Still Matters,” in which he           
explored the concept of “polygenesis” — the idea 
that Anabaptism emerged from multiple sources 

BY  GARTH DOERKSEN, SENIOR CURATOR

Gareth Brandt, local-born author and artist.

Cover page of Gareth Brandt’s book “Radical Roots” - a collection of 
paintings, poems, and stories of Anabaptist origins and events.

Continued on P. 5Continued on P. 5

Room One: “Taught and Corrected by the 
Scriptures”

Book scale from Exhibit Room 1.

Room Two: “Pressed to Baptism - Gathered 
to the Congregation”

Bible in guiding believers toward truth and 
transformation. This section highlights how 
early Anabaptists sought a return to scriptural 
authority, often in defiance of prevailing 
religious norms.

Adversity theme from Exhibit Room 2. 

Through art, storytelling, and scholarship, Gareth 
Brandt’s contributions offered a meaningful lens 
through which to reflect on five centuries of 
Anabaptist faith and witness.
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The fourth and final room, “Jesus Christ – the 
everlasting standard?” invites reflection on the 
relevance of Christ’s teachings in contemporary 
life. It challenges visitors to consider how the 
example of Jesus continues to inspire and 
guide believers in a rapidly changing world.

Throughout the exhibit, visitors encounter 
historical artifacts, personal testimonies, and 
displays that bring the Anabaptist story to life. 
Whether one is familiar with the tradition or 
encountering it for the first time, the exhibition 
fosters a deeper understanding of what it means 
to live a life of discipleship.

The “On Fire for Christ” Traveling Exhibition is 
more than a historical showcase—it is a call 
to reflect, engage, and be inspired by a legacy 
of faith that continues to burn brightly across    
generations.

Cross from Exhibit Room 4.

When I look back on the past summer, I am filled 
with gratitude! This summer was marked by well    
attended events, enthusiastic visitors, dedicated  
volunteers, great weather, and continued story-
telling. MHV’s mission is to preserve and exhibit 
the story of the Russian Mennonites who settled 
in Manitoba, and we were able to achieve this 
during the summer months.

Visitors this summer were incredibly enthusiastic 
about coming to the Mennonite Heritage Village! 
We had excellent attendance at all of our events 
and festivals, and it continues to be a joy to                                                                               
showcase what the Mennonite Heritage Village 
does to thousands of visitors from around the 
globe. How humbling it is that we are in a position 
to display and explain the intricacies of our own 
history to the curious visitors who set foot in our 
Village.                                                              

SUMMER 2025 HIGHLIGHTS 
BY JAYSA THIESSEN, PROGRAM COORDINATOR

Our events and festivals will continue to be a place 
to remember and reflect on the past, and keep alive 
the tradtions and stories that shaped Mennonite 
faith and culture.

At our Canada Day event, we celebrated the 
wonderful country that we are blessed to live in.             
Visitors enjoyed the beautiful weather while explor-
ing the museum grounds and exhibit, enjoying 
live entertainment, visitng the petting zoo, and so 
much more! The Country Classics Car Club Show 
‘n Shine offered visitors the chance to see hundreds 
of classic cars lined up and down our Pioneer Vil-
lage. Pioneer Days focused on showcasing pioneer 
demonstrations and steam-powered work, as well as 
offering guided tours to visitors around the grounds. 

The Tractor Drive and Peace Trek were both          
fundraising events focused on raising money to 
support the ongoing work at Mennonite Heritage 
Village. We appreciate everyone who attended 
those events, came to show support, and donated! 

Visitors enjoying Canada Day festivities on the museum grounds. Family enjoying the petting zoo on Canada Day weekend.

Fall on the Farm was a celebration of the harvest 
season featuring threshing, horse powered field 
work, and fresh corn on the cob. This is just a 
sample of the events that happened at MHV this 
summer. If you attended or participated in some 
way, we are grateful that you came!

All of this could not be possible without the time 
and talent of our many volunteers! The group 
of volunteers that serve here at the museum are 

wonderful, dedicated, reliable, and 
passionate. They care about MHV 
and the story that we tell, and they 
are willing to pitch in and give of 
themselves to partner with us. Such 
dedication is greatly appreciated, 
and I look forward to continuing to 
work with our amazing volunteers, 
both returning and new! 

The close of the 2025 summer   
season brings with it an abundance 
of satisfaction and joy! The summer 
was a success in many ways, and 
I am thankful to all who partnered 
with us to achieve that. Thank you!

City of Augsburg diorama from Exhibit Room 3.

“On Fire for Christ” Traveling Exhibition                     “On Fire for Christ” Traveling Exhibition                     
Continued from Page 4 Continued from Page 4 

Room Four: “Jesus Christ – The Everlasting 
Standard?”

“Discipleship as a witness against opposition” 
delves into the challenges faced by Anabap-
tists, including persecution and martyrdom. 
Through powerful imagery and stories, this 
part of the exhibit honours the courage of 
those who stood firm in their convictions 
despite immense pressure to conform.

Room Three: “Discipleship as a Witness 
Against Oppostiion”

 Red river ox cart located beside the general store on main street.

Ausbund - the oldest hymnal of the Anabaptists from Exhibit Room 3. Early Anabaptist Michael Sattler.



Keep an eye out on our website and social media 
as new products arrive. As a nonprofit, when you 
shop locally, you support MHV’s efforts to keep 
history alive! 

The General Store

The General Store is open seven days a week 
during the summer season, May to September. 
As you enter the building you will immediately        
experience that back in time mercantile feeling. 
The atmosphere signals the brain while embracing 
the heart, as the invitation to explore escorts you 
to storied places of long ago. 

For so many folks, the General Store triggers a 
plethora of childhood memories. You will see a 
wide array of artefacts on display (some still in use 
around the world today), and a unique selection of 
handmade merchandise from local artisans.  The 
General Store endeavors to offer a unique selection 
of merchandise of souvenirs to choose from as 
well. To the delight of visitors, like a page from the 
past, the variety of old fashioned candy literally 
induces smiles and tickles the sweet zone. 

Please note: The General Store has a few openings 
for vendors of homemade merchandise looking to 
sell their products for the 2026 season. If you are 
interested, please contact Jo-Ann at the museum. 

The General Store is one of the most popular 
stops in the Outdoor Village. The Storekeepers are 
knowledgeable, and very welcoming. We continue 
to have great conversations with folks who express 
how much they appreciate the work MHV has 
done to preserve history for present and future 
generations, and how “at home” they feel here. 
Working alongside seasoned staff and volunteers 
during the regular season is a true highlight for me.

Health & Safety

MHV takes the health and safety of our visitors 
and community very seriously, and endeavors 
to provide and maintain a space where families 
can enjoy a relaxing heritage experience in a safe, 
accessible, inclusive, and friendly environment. Our 
grounds invoke a peaceful inner wellness reflection. 
With walking paths by beautiful gardens kept up by 
the Steinbach and Area Garden club in the summer, 
and a wonderland of lights, groomed paths and a 
bonfire maintained by MHV staff and volunteers in 
the winter. MHV preserves and shares the story of 
the early Mennonite settlers journey to Manitoba 
and our hope is that every time you visit us, you 
think of reasons to come back again soon!
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BY JO-ANN FRIESEN, VISITOR EXPERIENCE ADMINISTRATOR

Having worked within the nonprofit sector for 
many years, I was elated at the opportunity to be 
hired as Reception, Gift Shop and Office Manager 
for Mennonite Heritage Village in the fall of 2015. 
With a genuine love for people from all walks of 
life, retail sales, and customer service excellence, 
I entered my new role here at the museum with a 
teachable spirit as well as enthusiasm on how we 
can excel around the area of our visitor experience.

What exactly is a “Visitor Experience Administrator” 
you may ask? Well, let me see if I can explain this 
position adequately. This role brings all front-end 
facets under one position. This leadership role 
oversees several areas: Memberships, Tourist 
Information, Admissions, Reception, Gift Shop, 
Online Retail, Facilities, General Store, Retail Events 
(Markets, Writers Workshops, Author Reading 
Events, etc.) and Health & Safety.

Visitor experience is key to how MHV delivers   
various functions to our local and international 
communities. My role here is to ensure that we 
review and enhance all aspects of MHV’s interac-
tions, safety protocols, Village Center as well as 
grounds presentation, and communication within 
the  building and to the greater public. My role is 
responsible for maintaining a positive, welcoming 
and inclusive environment for all to explore the 
power of storied places while engaging in hands-on 
experiences. 

Reception

Upon arrival at the museum, MHV’s Reception 
team is the first point of contact. Our team is quite 
knowledgeable and, as a concierge, we assist visi-

tors to get to where they need to 
go at the museum or within our 
southeastern communities. 

Jo-Ann Friesen, General Store Coordinator and Visitor Experience 
Administrator.

Reception is one of the key elements to a successful 
shopping experience, meeting, or an event.  We 
endeavour to foster a safe, inclusive environment 
for all. 

As the Visitor Experience Administrator, I strive to 
encourage all staff to deliver a world-class visitor   
experience by engaging fully with our guests and 
telling the stories of our collection and exhibitions. I 
am confident that our remarkable team endeavors to 
offer a warm welcome to all visitors to the Museum, 
from school groups and tourists to museum aficionados 
and visiting scholars.

I appreciate being a part of a unique, extremely 
talented, and fun team who truly care about our 
local and global friends, the museum’s success 
and each other as individuals. From festivals to 
smaller events, our team works collaboratively to 
ensure each event is brought to fruition smoothly. 
Our large extended base of volunteers is simply      
priceless. Their endeavors help MHV present our 
stories as well as preserve the past.

Memberships

Memberships are great for gift giving and they are 
a wonderful way to support your local heritage, not 
just at Christmas, but any time of the year! Some of 
the many perks of our membership include:

•	 10% off purchases in our Gift Shop

•	 10% discount in our Livery Barn Restaurant 

•	 10% off facility rentals

•	 In-store member features throughout the year

•	 The ability to receive discounts at six other 
Signature Museums across Manitoba

Village Books & Gifts

Village Books and Gifts is a wonderful boutique to 
pick up that hard-to-find unique item for that special 
someone on your list, or just for yourself. MHV’s  
experienced staff strives to find merchandise that 
fits within our mission statement. Our storekeeper 
Nita Wiebe is a tremendously talented employee 
who can sleuth that certain item you might be 
looking for, whether they are out-of-print books, 
vintage items, and everything in between. Stop by 
today and check out our shelves for vintage petit 
point, German texts, cards, cookbooks, artwork, 
puzzles, clothing, souvenirs, and so much more! 
Items arrive on a regular basis and our staff, as well 
as our valued volunteers, are quite knowledgeable. 

Each garden plot becomes a tiny but powerful 
contributor to a healthier environment and the         
surrounding community.

Community gardens continue to improve our     
surrounding communities by growing social      
connections, creating a place for learning, and 
building a healthier future for gardeners and their 
surrounding neighbourhood. If you are interested 
in our community garden plots, please call 204-
326-9661 to register for our 2026 waitlist!

GROWING TOGETHER
BY  S H AQ U E L  Z AC H A R I A S ,  A D M I N I ST R AT I V E  A S S I STA N T

Beautiful hollyhocks blooming in the MHV Garden.

screens and busy schedules. Whether it’s watering 
sprouting plants, spotting pollinators, or harvesting 
vegetables, gardening encourages curiosity and 
learning. As a summer activity, it’s both educational 
and enjoyable.

Community gardens offer many benefits for both 
mental and physical wellbeing. Spending time      
outdoors — breathing fresh air, feeling the warmth 
of the sun, and engaging with nature — can boost 
your mood and reduce stress, especially for those 
who spend most of their day indoors. Gardening 
encourages mindfulness, while the simple act 
of growing something from seed to harvest can 
provide a sense of accomplishment. Beyond the 
emotional rewards, the physical activity involved in 
planting, weeding, and watering helps improve over-
all health, making gardening a fulfilling experience for 
both mind and body.

The benefits of community gardens extend far    
beyond the garden. By growing food locally, com-
munity gardens reduce the distance produce travels, 
cutting down on emissions. The plants themselves 
help purify the air, and pollinator-friendly plants 
provide important nourishment for bees and       
butterflies.

In many neighbourhoods, community gardens are 
becoming more than just places to grow vegetables. 
They’re becoming spaces that encourage connec-
tion, learning, and wellbeing. These gardens offer 
a welcome escape from daily life, providing the 
chance to slow down and enjoy nature. 

Community gardens give social benefits by bringing 
people together. Neighbours who may never have 
met before share tools, advice, and laughter while 
working side by side. Gardeners are often found 
in conversation with one another, exchanging tips 
for better produce and new recipes to try. These 
small green spaces build a sense of connection,      
whether it’s with others in the community or with 
the outdoors. 

Gardens also offer families a chance to learn 
through hands-on experiences. Working together 
in the garden helps children discover where their 
food comes from and improves their understanding 
of nature, from planting seeds to harvesting fresh 

produce. It’s a living classroom that 
teaches responsibility, sustainability, and 
patience in a fun and engaging way. For 
families, spending time in the garden 
creates shared experiences away from 

VISITOR EXPERIENCE AT MHV



The Education Program at the Mennonite Heritage   
Village seeks to provide kids with a hands-on, im-
mersive experience centered on our Mennonite his-
tory. What is so unique and what we, the Education 
staff, have grown to love about Mennonite Heritage 
Village, is that its history lies in storytelling and in a 
very special way, allows visitors to step back in time. 

Mennonite Heritage Village is not simply a museum; it 
is a story told through our buildings and our wonderful 
volunteers. It is from this experience that we centered 
our Education Program, hoping to provide children 
with a type of learning that cannot be achieved in a 
classroom alone. One that allows them to step into 
the shoes of pioneers and experience what life was 
like for our ancestors.

Our Education Program ran in two main forms this 
year. In Spring, we ran our School Program and 
provided immersive tours of the Village with the help 
of our wonderful volunteers. In Summer, we ran our 
Pioneer Day Camps which were filled with hands-
on activities, demonstrations from volunteers, and     
special themed days!

A few of our favourite days were the life at home 
and our career day. Our special themed days 
brought so much life into the village, with volun-
teers at many stations such as butter churning, 
schnetje baking, the windmill, the blacksmith, and 
many more. We like to think that these were the 
days that the kids loved the most as they really 
were able to step into the shoes of the pioneers, 
ask questions, and participate in activities and 
chores that they would never get the chance to 
do.

Pioneer Day Camps also allow us to encompass the 
personable and unique aspects of the Mennonite 
Heritage Village, share stories about the various 
buildings, and take the children on a journey 
through our history.

We are a bit biased in saying that our Education 
Program is something you cannot find anywhere 
else, but it proves itself in our hands-on, story-filled 
experience.

When booking a guided tour with us, we provide you 
with one of our amazing tour guide volunteers. A 
guided tour takes about an hour and a half and what 
makes the tour especially unique is that it tells the 
fascinating history of the Mennonites immigration to 
Canada. The guided tour goes through how Menno-
nites migrated to Canada, what early settlement life 
was like, what school was like, and what living at 
home and in the village looked like.

We offer a variety of School Programs, including 
Self-guided tours, Guided tours, an Interpretive Pro-
gram, a Hands-on Program, and a Winter Program. 
Each program offers a valuable opportunity for 
students to step into the past, explore the village, 
and learn about Mennonite history. One thing that 
makes MHV unique is that many of our volunteers 
who are interpreters share their own stories about 
their past and personal experiences. This makes 
each experience unique and personal. We at 
MHV are incredibly blessed to have such wonder-
ful volunteers who continue to share their deep 
knowledge and stories in our buildings.

All of our Education Programs run from 10:00 am-
2:00 pm. Our programming starts in the morning 
and then we provide a space for everyone to enjoy 
lunch together. After lunch, we give you and your 
students a chance to explore the museum grounds!

Our Interpretive program runs in September 
and May-June. When booking this program, we        
provide you with a schedule, which includes a few                
interpreters in select buildings, activities such as 
scavenger hunts, trivia, and other self-led activities. 

Our Hands-on Program runs from May-June, 
and we provide a schedule for your group! This 
program includes a couple of interpreters in select 
buildings and hands-on activities. Some of the ac-
tivities that we offer include schnetje baking, but-
ter churning, old-fashioned laundry, making kodda 
pups, rhubarb picking, learning fraktur, and more. 
Our Hands-On Program encourages students to 
ask questions, get creative, and interact with many 
of the materials and tools that Mennonites would 
have used long ago, while learning the origins and  
history behind them!

Thinking about booking a field trip?

The Education Program at the Mennonite Heritage 
Village offers an immersive experience centered 
around Mennonite History for all students. Our pro-
gram strives to provide a type of learning that cannot 
be achieved in the classroom. At the Mennonite Heri-
tage Village, students learn the history of the pioneers 
through storytelling and hands-on experiences. All 
of our buildings at the museum hold a rich history 
and tell a unique story of what pioneer life was like 
at home, in the village, at work, and at school.

The Education Program runs for the duration of the 
year and provides schools and children’s groups 
from across the province the opportunity to come 
and experience the Village!

BY  H A I L E Y  S I G U R D S O N , EDUCATION COORDINATOR

Barkfield public school classroom.

Kids enjoying a ride on the firetruck during day camp.
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Classroom inside of the  tBarkfield public school.

School Programs

Mennonite Heritage Village’s School program 
runs for the duration of the year to provide an          
opportunity for schools and children’s groups 
to come and experience the Village. The School 
program has a variety of options to choose from, 
including guided tours, a hands-on program, an 
interpretive program, and many more. The hope 
with all of these programs is to transport students 
back into the past and be able to find a way to put 
themselves into the story the Village tells. 

In our Hands-On program, students are able to 
actively participate in some of the things Pioneer 
children would have done, including Schnetje 
baking, butter churning, making kodda pups, and 
rhubarb picking. 

This is an experience that is hard to find elsewhere, 
as much of our museum involves active learning 
and encourages students to interact with many 
of the things that Mennonite ancestors had long 
ago. Many of our volunteers also bring their own 
stories to the Village, making each experience 
unique and personal. We are incredibly gratful for 
our volunteers who invest their time, thought, and 
care into providing each group with an engaging, 
fun-filled experience!

Pioneer Day Camps 

Our Pioneer Day Camps run from the beginning of 
July to the end of August. This camp has different 
weeks for a variety of ages so that everyone has 
the opportunity to learn about our history, build 
friendships, and participate in hands-on activites 
throughout the museum grounds. Our weeks 
featured themed days ranging from “Life at Home” 
to our “Career Day”. 

EXPERIENCES AT MHV!
BY  A R I A  K L A S S E N ,  E D U C AT I O N  A S S I STA N T

Learning life skills in the summer kitchen!

HANDS-ON, STORY FILLED

Kids enjoying barrel train rides on the museum main street.

During the Winter Season, from December–March, 
we run a winter program. In this program, students 
are invited into the indoor gallery, auditorium, and 
multipurpose room, for interpretive sessions/story-
telling, and hands-on learning experiences.

Our Education Department at MHV strives to give 
all schools and children’s groups the best learning 
experiences. Our museum gives students the unique 
opportunity to learn history through storytelling and 
historically accurate, engaging activities. We would 
be thrilled to have you join us during the school 
year!

MHV EDUCATION SCHOOL PROGRAMS   



Throughout the winter months, we will be hosting 
“Exhibit Explorers” – a bi-monthly drop-in craft and 
story hour in the Gallery for parents and their children! 
Children will enjoy story time right in the heart of 
the Gallery and have the chance to make a craft 
afterwards. The dates for this are December 4th and 
18th, January 8th and 22nd, and February 12th and 
26th. If you want to try a new location for story time, 
we’d love to have you! 
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 BY  JAYS A  T H I E S S E N ,  P RO G R A M  C O O R D I N ATO R

While it feels like the 2025 summer season just 
ended, the programming doesn’t stop at MHV! 
Throughout the fall and winter season, we are busy 
hosting events to engage the community, even 
while our heritage buildings are closed. 

December 1st marks the beginning of Winter in 
the Village at MHV! This event is a celebration of 
the winter season and will run through February 
28th. We are open Tuesday-Saturday, but Saturdays 
from 9:00 am-8:00 pm are when most of the Winter 
in the Village programming will happen. 

Bring your own skates and try your hand at 
Crokicurl – or feel free to just skate around on 
our rink. Don’t have a pair of your own skates? 
No worries, we offer skate rentals! Skate your way 
down the skating path that will snake through 
our Village. Try your hand at snowshoeing by 
renting a pair here and enjoying the beautiful,    
snow-covered grounds. Warm up by a roaring 
bonfire and grab a hot drink and freshly baked 
pastry at our Winter in the Village Café before 
hopping on a sleigh ride. Make sure to stay past 
4:00 pm when our light display turns on and 
walk through the Village aglow with thousands of  
twinkling Christmas lights. Experience winter in 
our beautiful, picturesque pioneer village!

A snowy winter day on the museum main street.

                                     
BY  E L I S E  P L E S S I S ,  P R I VAT E  E V E N T S  C O O R D I N ATO R

Planning an event? Whether it’s a wedding, fund-
raiser, meeting, or family celebration, it starts with 
one big decision: choosing the right venue. At the 
Mennonite Heritage Village, we offer more than just 
an event space. We provide an experience shaped 
by history, community, and genuine hospitality.

MHV blends modern amenities with the timeless 
charm of our historic village. Whether guests gather 
in our beautiful Auditorium, enjoy the fresh air on 
our picturesque grounds, or experience the gor-
geous industrial architecture of the Peter Barkman 
Summer Pavilion, every event is surrounded by a 
sense of place and story. Our museum is a backdrop 
that elevates any occasion.

From intimate micro-weddings to large corporate 
functions, MHV has flexible indoor and outdoor 
spaces that adapt to your needs. Our Auditorium 
offers comfort and versatility year-round, while 
our seasonal outdoor areas create unforgettable       
settings for summer events. No matter the vision, 
our team helps bring it to life!

As a nonprofit, MHV is dedicated to creating      
meaningful experiences for our community. When 
you book with us, you’re not just securing a venue, 
you’re supporting local heritage, education, and 
programming. Our events team is guest-focused, 
detail-oriented, and dedicated to helping every client 
feel welcomed and cared for.

Event dates fill up quickly, especially during peak 
seasons. Whether you’re planning something small 
and cozy or something big and unforgettable, now 
is the perfect time to secure your date.  

As the Private Events Coordinator I would love 
to hear from you and give you a free tour of our 
event spaces and grounds. Feel free to email me at           
elisep@mhv.ca for more information or to set up an 
appointment for a tour.

You can also find us on Instagram @ mhvweddings 
and find more information on booking rentals on 
our website @ www.mhv.ca!

The Peter Barkman Summer Pavilion offers a modern open space     
concept with 6 overhead glass doors and hosts up to 250 guests.  

Guest round table decorated for a late summer wedding.

.

Wedding head table in front of rustic backdrop.

Exhibit room focused on the history of the Anabaptist church.

As always, MHV strives to provide programming 
and events that benefit the community! If you 
have questions regarding programming, feel free to 
head to www.mhv.ca, call 204-326-9661, or email               
jaysat@mhv.ca. We look forward to welcoming you 
through our doors in the months to come!

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2026!

PRIVATE EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS!

Saturday, February 7, 2026 | 9:30am-12:00pm | “Storied Places” Writer’s Workshop
More info at www.mhv.ca.
 
Thursday, February 12 & 26, 2026 | 10:00am-11:00am | Exhibit Explorers Craft & Story Hour
Join us for a free, drop-in craft & story hour in the Gallery!
 
Saturday, February 14, 2026 | 9:00am-8:00pm | Winter Carnival
Winter activity day at the museum including skating, tobogganing, sleigh rides, snowshoeing, indoor game 
tournaments, crokicurl, and a hot food canteen!

Friday, February 20, 2026 | 7:00pm | Low German Evening 
Enjoy a fun evening of music, reading, and skits in Low German! Featuring special music by Heischraitje & 
Willa Honich.
 
Thursday, March 12 & 26, 2026 | 10:00am-11:00am | Exhibit Explorers Craft & Story Hour
Join us for a free, drop-in craft & story hour in the Gallery!
 
Saturday, April 4, 2026 | 10:00am-2:00pm | The Great Easter Egg Scramble
Enjoy a family activity day including a chocolate eggs toss, free coffee, and crafts for children!
 
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 | 7:00pm | Annual General Meeting
Presentation of reports, approval of financial statements and election of board members. Open to the public.
 
Thursday, April 23, 2026 | 7pm | Volunteer Orientation
An informational evening for new and current volunteers. Come learn about volunteer opportunities at MHV!
 
Saturday, April 25, 2026 | MHV Spring Market
Details to follow. Check website.
 
Friday, May 1, 2026 | 9:00am | Village & Livery Barn Restaraunt Open
Outdoor village and Livery Barn Restaurant open for the season.
 
May 2026 | New Exhibit – Mennonites and Medicine
Explore the new exhibit in the Gerhard Ens Gallery called “Mennonites and Medicine”.
 
Saturday, May 9, 2026 | 9:00am-5:00pm | Manitoba Day Celebration
Come celebrate MHV’s summer kick-off and Manitoba’s birthday with a Manitoba Day ceremony, free cake and 
coffee, pioneer demonstrations, and family carnival games!
 
Sunday, May 10, 2026 | Mother’s Day Lunch Buffet
Take mom out for a Mennonite feast at the Livery Barn Restaurant.

Friday, May 22, 2026 | MHV Gala Fundraising Banquet
Details to follow. Check website.

Saturday, June 13, 2026 | Tractor Drive
Join MHV’s 17th annual Tractor Drive fundraiser! Register your tractor, join in the ride, or support a driver by 
donating!
 
Friday, June 19 – Sunday, June 21, 2026 | Summer in the City Waffle Booth
Enjoy fresh homemade waffles at the MHV booth on Steinbach’s Main Street. Get to know the history of our 
city and region at the Heritage Tent. 
 
Sunday, June 21, 2026 | Father’s Day Lunch Buffet
Take dad out for a Mennonite feast at the Livery Barn Restaurant!
 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026 | 9:00am-5:00pm | Canada Day
Celebrate Canada Day at MHV with a Canada Day ceremony, free cake and coffee, guided tours of the Village, 
pioneer demonstrations, entertainment, rides, and lunch at the Livery Barn Restaurant.



EMERALD ($5,000 - $9,999)

Bob & Debbie Giesbrecht
Al & Eleanor Hamm
Herbsigwil Farms Ltd.
PrariesCan
Unger Meats
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Donald & Sandra Janzen
Triple E Recreational Vehicles

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur R. Kroeker
MHV Auxiliary
Mr. & Mrs. Allan & Simone 
Penner
Beverley Penner Gifting Fund
Darrel & Cari Penner
Milton Penner
Willie H. & Karen Peters
Jason Reimer
Sunnydale Farms Ltd.
Ernie S. Toews
Estate of Irene Warkentin

Barkman Concrete Foundation Inc.
Doug & Elise Kathler

THANK YOU TO OUR 2024 DONORS!
FRIEND OF MHV ($100-499)

BRONZE ($500 - $999)

Elizabeth Abrahams
E. Patricia Allen
Alltemp Auto Electric Ltd. 
Maria Antonissen
Anvil Metals Inc. 
Edward & Jill Banman  
Evelyn Barkman
Sid F. Barkman
Susan Barkman
Armand Beauchemin
Arthur & Lois Bergmann
Bertha Friesen
Margaret Blatz
Irene Brown
Buckingham Ag
Castlerock Realty Ltd.
City of Steinbach
Luc David
Ike & Bonnie Derksen
Gladys Derksen
Frank & Edith Derksen
Holly Derksen-Sobering
Stan Doerksen
Henry & Naomi Doerksen
Ben & Ann Doerksen
Adam Downton
Justin Dueck
Leonard Dueck
Werner & Brenda Dueck
Melvin Dueck
Martin Durksen
Franklin Dyck 
Ron Dyck
John & Ellie Dyck
Nathan & Emma Dyck
Gary & Andrea Dyck
Elden Penner Holding Co.
Luke & Ang Enns
Martin & Ingrid Enns
Ron Enns
Waldemar Ens
Don Esau
Henry Fast
Helmut Friesen
Wilbert Friesen
Abe Friesen
Judy Friesen 
Evelyn Friesen
Jared & Brittany Friesen
Len Friesen
Carlee Friesen
Dave & Lena Funk
Leonard Funk
Pat Funk
Mel & Margaret Funk
Albert Giesbrecht
Ken Giesbrecht
Katie H. Giesbrecht
Orville & Pamela Giesbrecht
Shirley & Martin Giesbrecht
Colin Giesbrecht
Kelvin & Kim Goertzen
Gwenyth Elin Goulden
Thelma Guenther
Doug & Connie Hamm
Douglas J. & Frances J. Hardy
C. Neil Heinrichs
Henervic Farms Ltd.

Ken & Colleen Hiebert
International Year of the 
Volunteer
Charles & Eileen Isaac
Harold & Cynthia Janzen
Helen Kehler
Art Klassen 
Frank Klassen
John & Connie Klassen
Cornie Klassen
Alvina Klassen
Ernie & Karen Klassen
Levina Klassen
Glen Klassen
Carol Koop
Ron Kornelson
Ed Krahn
Elvina Kreutzer
David L. Kroeker
Michael & Leona Kroeker
Jerry Kroeker
Wayne Kroeker
Otto & Lois Loeppky
Victor & Frieda Loewen
Lorne & Lillian Loewen
Harold & Jacqueline Machmer
Audrey Marr
Emma Martens
Cornelius Martens
Randy Martens
Abe Martens
Mary Martens
Herman & Eleanor Martens
John W. Martens
Peter & Linda Martens
Mazer Group
Susan Mezaros
Hilda Muir
Jade Nayler
Doris Penner
Kevin Penner
Chris Penner
Leroy & Brenda Penner
Abe & Lorna Penner
Wilmer Penner
Marvin Penner
Ken & Doreen Penner
Mary Penner
Pet Valu
Jacob Peters 
John H. & Connie Peters
Gertrude Peters
Lorne & Ingrid Peters
Norm Petkau
Ron Petkau
Francis Plessis
Viola Plett
Edwin Redekopp
Kevin Reimer
Murray Reimer
Alicia Reimer
Arnold Reimer
Curtis Reimer
Denver Reimer
Desiree Reimer
Kathy Reimer
Reg Reimer
Travis & Roxanne Reimer

Menno Barkman
Penny Cabernel
Henry Dueck
Mr. & Mrs. Roy & Carol Enns
Enns Brothers Ltd.
Robert Goertzen
George & Helga Hoeppner
Leonard & Marie Klassen
Herman & Enda Klassen
Gordon Kreutzer
Allan & Gloria Kroeker
Ernest Martens
Archie J. Miller
PBX Truck Service Inc.
Gary & Margaret Penner
Bruce & Kim Penner
Siegfried & Mary Pfahl
Reimark Farms Inc.
Sidney Reimer
Arnold Reimer
Maria Schroeder

SILVER ($1,000 - $2,499)

GOLD ($2,500 - $4,999)

PLATINUM ($20,000+)

DIAMOND ($10,000 - $ 19,999)

Cathy Reimer
Geralyn Reimer
Kent Reimer
Linden Reimer
Arnold & Donna Reimer
Marie Rempel
Richardson Foundation Inc.
Cathy Rippin-Sisler
Paul Rogalsky
Gerry Sapinsky
Heidi Schattschneider
Jack & Irene Schellenberg
Bob Schmor
Hilda Schroeder
Rick Siemens
Jacob Siemens
Southeast Implement 
Collectors 
Brad Squires
Steinbach Hatchery & Feeds
Super-Gro Gilts Ltd.
Terrain Transport
The Progressive Group Of 
Companies Inc.
The Public Brewhouse & 
Gallery
Don & Minna Thiessen
Bill & Florence Thiessen
Thiessen Automotive
Gerard Toews 
Lorraine Toews
Ray Unger
Wayne Unger
Wendy Unger
Amber Van Dongen
Marvin & Marlene Vogt
Ray & Dora Vogt
James Warkentin
Abe & Myrna Warkentin
Paul Warkentin
Roland & Pam Wiebe
Diana Wieler
Edward & Marilyn Wieler
Peter Wieler
Diane Williams

Allen Toews 
Minh Trinh  
Unger Air Farms  
Hans Werner  
Henry J. Wiebe  
Ernie & Charlotte Wiens 

6811583 Manitoba Ltd. 
Anton R. Schellenberg     
Memorial Fund 
Ernest & Doreen Braun 
Mark & Kim Duerksen 
Barry Dyck 
Douglas Enns  
Ted & Irene Falk
Anne I. Friesen
Erna Friesen
Larry Goossen
Mary Anne Hildebrand
Don Hoeppner
Kroeker Foundation Inc.
Lakeview Insurance 
Loewen Body Shop Ltd.
Oakdale Farms Ltd.
Helmut Pankratz
Reg & Ingrid Penner Gifting 
Fund
Ron & Ruth Penner
Vic & Carol Penner
Siegfried Peters
R & M Penner Holdings Ltd.
Wesley Reimer
Werner Rempel
Dennis & Linda Schroeder
Summit Technologies Inc.
The Bill & Margaret Fast 
Family Foundation Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Elbert & Lorraine 
Toews
Unger Feeds Ltd.

www.mhv.ca



Thank you to the many donors and sponsors who support us as we                                                                                                                                               
      seek to be the premier interpretive centre for the Russian Mennonite story.

For more information on how to donate visit www.mhv.ca/donate or contact: 
Robert Goertzen, Executive Director - robertg@mhv.ca

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
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